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A true Relation of the Cruel dealings of William Pock- 

lington of North Collingham #1 the County o 
Nottingham, with the Innocent People of Gateats | 
led Quakers, in the ſame County. Frizads Reference \ ; 


Illiam Pocklington is a man that hath cauſed NEaonet 
\ A / heavy Sufferings to be inflicted upon us for morOtina=— 
' - *pine-yeats, and he ftill groweth in his Envy and Cruel- 
| ' ty cowards us, as one that hatcheth miſchief upon his 
bed,ſo that we are conſtrainedto bear ourTeſtimony againſt his evil 
deeds and aRions, which are briefly comprehended in theſe patti- 
culars following. 

1, He cauſed William Smith of Beſthorp to be arreſted in his own 
name for Tythes, when the Tythes of that place were not in his 
own hand; and ”#lliam Smith was ſent to Priſon, and kept a Pris 
ſoner about 21 weeks. 

2, He cauſed William Smith to' be arreſted again in his own 
name for Tythes, when the Tythes were not yet in his own hand, 
and then Wiliam Smith had clearneſs to give bond for his appeatr- 
ance) and did appear according to Law, | 

3. He cauſed Robert Carnel of North Collingham, to be arreſted 
upon forfeit of the Bond for William Smiths appearance, Robert be 
1og bound with #/ilam for his appearance ; and Robert was ſent to 
Priſon, and kept a priſoner about 12 weeks,notwithſtanding #ilians 
Smih had diſcharged the Bond by his appearance. 

4. He cauſed Thomas Elſam of Gerton, to be arreſted for Tythes, 
and much of his Hay and Corn were taken for Tythes, and T he- 
145 vas ſent to Priſon, and kept a Priſoner a long time. 

- 5. He cauſed #:U;am Thorpe of Gertos to bz arreſted, and ſent to 
Priſon, for about two or three Cocks of Corn, which he pretended 
were due to him for Tythes, | 

6. He cauſed William Smiths Corn to be taken off his Land for 


T ythes, after the Tythes came into his own hand ; and then __—_ 
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him tobe arreſted again for Tythes, and he was kept a Priſoner a- 


| bove five years, and his Corn taken both before and #11 that time. 


7. He cauſed about nineteen men to be ſent to Priſon for meet- 
ing peaceably xogether to wait upon God, and to werſhip Godin 
Spirit and, Truth ; and they ſuffered a long time. 


=... 8, He often cauſed our peaceable Meetings to be broken up, 
1:angd@hinſelf preſent; be cauſed ſome:women to. be thruſt forth 
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of the. Two, and charged the Conſtable. of Gerroy, that he ſhould 
not:fuffer them to meerin'the Night; and ſome Women-friends 
being one night with a Woman 1n travel, the Conſtable came, 
and would not ſuffer them to Ray- | 
_...pHe cauſed the Town where we uſually metyto ſet Watch. men 
at the Gate, to keep-us:forth ofthe Houſe, and-we-wene conftrain- 
ed.to.keep our Meczing abroad- upen a. Green, though the ſeaſon 
was wet and cold : And the Toin was put to muchcharge with 
him and his Company at the Alehouſe, which he much frequented, 
and Would make the Town bear the Charge, This work he continu- 
ed fox ſeveral weeks togathet. | 
,;49; He,.caufed William Smiths Goods to he (eized, after his more 
than e.y<ar8 impriforment.; and-both bis Sheep, Beaſts, Hocſe, 
Hay and Corn were taken away, to the value of above threeſcore 
paunds, for Tythes ;- avd William Sroith was a Priſoner, and never 
SAVE AY, ANpearance to the Writ; nor never knew: of any proceed- 
ugs.3ppint him. bo 2 oo om 2 bo nh hon 
Now all moderate People miy fee-how Hiluam Pock/rngton hath 
behaved himſelf among his neigbbours, and: how there is neither 
love, pity, mercy, juſtice,.or equity in; his goings, and hoy he hath 
jos contraty t0.thes Law-of:the Nation intheſe:following parti- 
CUIETS:* P12 1JON IVE OT INGUS 15860 : 80-171 . 
1. To Impriſon a man for that which is not tn his own hand, but 
in the hand of another, By | 
2. To Impriſon a man upon forfeit-of a Bond, when the Bond is 
really diſcharged. 
3. To cauſe any mans Corn to be taken off his Ground without 
his conſent... _ 36 | | 
4.To come into any mans houſe,and pull ſuch-forth as are peace- 
ably. together, and to ſend them ro Priſon, 
/.-$;: Tacauſe Watchmen to keep people forth of apy houſe _ 
pro. of ney 


they have juſt right to come, and to cauſe 4 Town to pay Ale- 
houſe reckoning, when the Town is not coricerned. 

' 6. Tocauſe above {ixty pounds worth of Goods to be taken for 
Tythes, and the party Impriſoned upon the Writ, and never oave 
any appearance, and his Cotn taken off his Land for Tythes all the 
time of .his Impriſonment and before ; and ſometimes a whole 
Land of Corn taken away together for Tythes, 

And now whether ive have not ſufficient cauſe to bear our Te- 
ſtimony againſt William Pock/ington as a cruel mercileſs man; for as 
his aCtions are contrary to the Lav, ſo they are without mercy and 
full of cruelty ;and as he is a tranſgreſflor of the Law, he may be 
juſtly queſtioned for his doings by the Law : for ſach dealings and 

oceedings are 4 ſhame to the Law,that is made for honeſt & o00d 
ends, and aſhame to thoſe that praiſe in the Law for honeſt and 
good ends, that is, to right ſuch as ſuffer wrong;and ſuch things are 
a dilhonour to the Government, as uſing the Kings Name in what 
is fo done, For William Pock:ngton told a Friend, That the K ing 
knew of the taking of Williams Smiths Gods, and that they were taken 
in the Kings Name ; but-the King will have no cauſe to take ſuch a 
man to be his Friend, that layeth ſuch ations upon him and his 
Name, And we do the rather publiſh theſe things, that both the 
King and Country may have certain knowledge of them, and alſo 
of Hilliam Pocklington, Who hath done an4 cauſed them to be done; 

And during the time in Which he was cauſing ſuchſpoile to. be 
made upon #18iam Smiths Goods,there were ſome Papers deliver- 
ed to him as followeth. Y | 

William Pocklington, The Lord God dwelleth in the Light, au4 
bis pawer is over all,, and in the Light be beholdeth all thy unjuſt axd 
illegal proceedings, which thou atteit by the Prince of Darkneſs, whicb 
now ruleth in thee ; but the Lord ſtands at our right band, and with 
"true judgment and ri ghteonſneſs will plead our cauſe againſt thee ; ard 
when he ſhall execatethe fierceneſs of his wrath, what wilt thou then do? 
thy fair words wherewuth thou flattereſt thy ſelf and others, will nor then 
hide thee, for inthe Light thy deeds are all manifeſt, aud inthe bearts 
of all moderate men,they appear exceeding evil and full of cruelty: theres: 
fore in love to thy ſoul 1 warn thre to repent, and*eturn that which thi 
unjuſtly haſt cauſed to be takes from us, or be thou ſure the Lord (for 
whoſe Truth we ſuffer) will viſit thee in thy inward parts, aid there _ 
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wll be a terrour to thee and will terrific. thee day and night, but his 
peace #5, and for ever will remain with ma, Elizaberh Smich. 


Friend, William Pocklington, there.#s a great cry inthe C onntry 
concerning thy attions and doings, by which the eyes of People thereabouts 
are over thee, wondering what will be the:end thereof, and are amazed 
that the Earth opens not hey mouth and ſwallows thee up, for I bave no 
heard the like cry and noiſe, between London and the Town where thow 
live. Thou who didſt keep William Smith, a Nerghboxr, about five 
years 1n Priſon, and now for the value of about four Wobles, haſt taken 
above ſixty pounds worth of goods from hin, having gotten a Fudgement 
by ſome indireft means, unknown to him and his Atourney baw thou 
haſt ſtollew out this Tudgement ; Doft thou think, the Truth will not 
ſearch and find out ſuch things 2 Doſt thou think that ſuch unparral- 
lel'd aftions of thine muſ? Iyg and ſleep ? Didſt thou not rage at the 
Bailiffs, becauſe they did not pluck. bis very Bed from under him (he be» 
ing fick and lame ) when thou hadſt taken away his Sheep and Beaſts, 
and ſeized upon his Hay and Corn, and locked up bis Barn door, for the 
value of four Nobles, for Tythes pretended ? Is not this contrary to hu- 
manity,aud Chriſtianity? Deſt thou not think that the Lords eye us open to- 
behold and ſee thy altions, and doſt thou think that he will lit the wicked 

9 puniſhed ? Doſt thou think, he will ſuffer the Spailer to go without 
w* Reward? and dof} then think that than which ravens fo much af- 
ter the goods of others, and caſts them znto priſon, alfo driving away 


_ their gout by droves, and hocking up the Bary. door, and art ſo greedy 


after the earth, doſt thou think, that the Lord will not flop and fill thy 
wouth with earth ere long ? Deſt thow think that the Conmry takgth not 
notice of thy lying in eAlehouſes, drinking and making ſpoil of the goods 
of the Innocent thy ſelling and making bargains in the Alchonſe of them: 2 
bk thow' not think, there ts a God that will puniſh tht wicked, or a 
(hr that will render vengeance upbu the wagodl 1the hand t over thee, 
ard thou wit feet it to thy judgment. aud condemnation. Oh happy would 
it be,if thou couldſt fird a place for repentance ! AnOld Man with gray 
hairs doting after the. goods of the Innozent, loading himſelf with the 
ſpail? I believe thou wilt have thy load, when thou haſt gotten all the 
above-ſaid Fxty ponds, of Cattle, Sheep, Hay and Corn upon thy head ; 
thou wilt pnd Z£ werpht of it upon thy head to make thy neck crack, Oh 
fotll of Jkeds wie td the Light, thou haſt for gottes thetime = 
; $ 


C33 | 
thou waſt inthy aff :cton, what did William Smith do for the they ! Oh 
cumber not the ground thou fruitleſs tree, for the earth will vom thee 
out, and God will vomit out all ſuch ay gather riches by cruelty aud op- 
preſſion, 61d the ſpoil of the Innocent will eat thee ont, thou wilt Le ne- 
ver the richer for it at the years end : for God cauſeth a blaſt upon thee, 
ani npon what theu haſt, and bringeth his plagues and jndgements to con- 
ſum: what thou haſt, who delighteſt ;n ſpoiling the goods of the Innocent, 
What honour haſt thou gained by thy ravening among men but ſhame and 
Judgemen: ? the time may come that thou mayeſt wiſh, thou hadſt ne- 
ver bzen born. Reade the Execution and its date, reade 
thy Liberty and its date, and alſo read thy own works ; to the 
Witneſs of God in thee 1 ſpeak, that wilt be thy condemnation. 1 ſay 
the time may come that thou maieſt wiſh, that thou hadft never been 
born. For, ob man, What haſt thou been doing * doſt thon go on blind- 
fold, doſ# thow not think that the eye of God and People are over thee ? 
haſt thow thrown off God, Chriſt, and Scriptures both ? Canſs thou not 
read, nor ſee what became of thoſe that filled their houſes with the 
ſpoil of the Innocent ? and doſt thou cry,the Law hath done it,and thou 
haſt done-4t by Law? What Law 7. where was William Smith when 
judgement ,was geven ? Well, remember that in thy life-time thou haſt 
been warned, for many viſitations thow haſt had , take heed le$ the day 
corre por thee, wherein the evil ſpirit thou ſerveſt will torment thee, ſo 
that thou wilt; ſeek: for death and not find. it, when thy head-us full of di- 
flration and confuſion ; for Gods porrer ts overther,and I believe thut all 
honeſt people that ate neighboars, that have anyfear of God before their 
eyes, and are of repute among men, will be aſhamed of thy ations, fo here 
thou art come wider the judgement of God and all good men, 4A 
if STITE* in ab&3 4:44 Mt «od? i 
And. gotwithft4nding theſe faithfut:warnings to him, he ſilt purſu- 
.ed big work whilt any thing was left abroad-to:work upon ; and #, 
Sym hbs Wife bearing Teſtimony againſt the wickedneſs of thoſe that 
he imployed-about lading the Hay & Corn away, one of the Bailiffs 
ſaid,We have vet done yet, and ſaid,we ſhal not bave done wntil you leave 
your wayes : but weiſhalinor leave onrwayes, that are juſt and true, 
to walkin the veys-of ſuch as fallow: miſchief; for the Lord God 
will render tribulation and vengeance unto--crue! and mercileſs 
men, and that is the Cup which they muſt drink when they have 
filed up their meaſure, and finiſhed their work - But it ſeems _ 
; ave 
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baye not. yetdove; for it is (1id; that/HYlram Pock/ington intend- 
eth.totake away YViliew Sawuiths' Corn again the next year; 'if he 
ſow. his Land, by-Which it.appearath that heis hatching miſchief 
in his mind ſo long before the time come, Be 4) 

Object, But & st not :reaſonable and equitable that a man ſhould re- 
ceive T ythes that he - farmeth and payeth rent. for, as a Farmer dath for 


his Farm? aud do yt ſuch do:him wrong as muhbbold Tythes from hin 
. thathe pegeth nent fore | | 


.- Anſw.Nd ; it is not reaſonable nor equitable that a man ſhould 


receive Tythes, though he farm them and pay rent for them ; be- 


cauſe no-man hath a proper Title or Intereſt to let any ſuch part of 


[the profit. and increaſe of another; for Reaſon-andEquity. conclud- 


eth, :3hat. every. man-.iS woſthy'to. receive the benefit of his'own 


. Land, Labour: & Qharge,add thathe is nor to be forced to yeeld:any 


part of it to-anorher;neither is another to force any part from him. 
And though the. ſons of Levi hada commandment to: take Tythes 
of their Brethren, according:to the Law, yer tharcommandment-is 
not now.to.be pleaded 'as:totheſame night, becauſe Chrilt Feſas is 
came and/hath diſeunulled +0) Heb .7. \And'thete:ishoiLaw-or:com- 


'mandinent of.ttenthat cadgive-e properTitle or Totereſt m Tythes 
; under a-Goſpel-adminiftracion.; and ſeeing ſuch as let Tythes to 


farnihave-not'a.proper Title: or-Intereſt to ler:them, then ſuch as 


-take them; and pay rent for:theit;udo-covenant and\apree in their 
.own.Wrons, 'andiuchiswithboldthem,withbold them in'theirown 
right, a$ having che fame Taxkewad Incereft in the tenth part, ay in 
the nine,and none have powetr.to make the tentiypart xigood Titte 


unto another; and thatmaketh the taking of Tythes to be void in 
the graund or original : But ſuchas take a Farm upon reat, they 


take it from good Tixte and4riterbby/if 'it;be x otear Etats with- 


'out any Incumberance; :andthiey ae:worthy; 20 recelverhe profits 


-which ch<y- pay tent for;becuuſerhe-berterhatinaigodd Tele inthe 
Land; and the Farmer beſtoweth his tabopr and charge upon it;and 


theſe-are;propper and pecuhiar Rights,:both inthe Lenerand the 
Farmex # and-i tis: agrecableto Reaſdaanid Thyuity, 48 4Bratnch is 
agreeable $01theiRooctbarbems[ic. But Tythesare'takerfour of the 
Land; kabour and Chuge»of another; rwhich'is:no:v4y ecxecable 
to Reaſon.and Equity.” And;/though many Diſputations and Argu- 
ments have been, and yet are maintained to uphold them, ſome by 
| Divine 
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Divine Right, and ſome by Humane Right, yet the matter is de- 
rermiped in a, few. Words ; for fince Chrift diſannul'd the Com- 


' mandment under.. the Lay, .Tythesi have- never been pay'd 


by Divine Right, and no Humane'Power vean make'them of right 
due unto any man' whatſoever, So Chriſt having ended the pay- 
meat of Tythes, as to the Fews obſervation, and that there is no 
command for'them to be paid under the' Goſpel-diſpenſation, they 
muſt needs be now introduced by ſome framed Invention, and ther 
cannot be a ground to force the pymient of them ; and we that are 
called Quakers, have well weighed theſe things in the Light with 
which Chriſt Jeſus hath. enlightened us, in which Light we have 
ſeen his coming, and the end of the Lav and firft Covenant by his 
coming, and a neceſfity is laid upon us to confeſs. his coming ; and 
we. are ſatisfied, that neither. Prieft nor Impropriator have a good 
Intereſt m Tythes under the Goſpel-adminiſtcation : We do not 
deny them from any opinion, conceit, or ſelf-ends, as ſome would 
charge us, but in love to Chriſt Jeſus, who hath given his Teſti- 
mony freely to-us ; and it is evident that:we do not deny Tythes 
from any opinion, conceit, or ſelf-ends,'-for'we- ſuffer Impriſon- 
ment many years together, at « oreat charge and loſs of time, and 
many have ſuffered the loſs of their natural lives by ſuch impriſon- 
ments; and we ſuffer the ſpoiling and1oſs of our goods, to the va- 
hue of many pounds, whereas a. few ſhillings might ſatisfie if we 
could willingly pay our Tythes ;"ſ6 that only Conſcience- ſake to- 
wards God is the ground why we deny them ; and it is opinion, con- 
ceitz.and ſelf-ends in ſuch as take them, - Anditdoth plainly ap- 
pear in what Wilians Pockl/ingron hath done concerning William 
Smith, upon that very account, and alſo in what many Priefts and 
Impropriators. have done as to many others, who are faithful in 
their Teftimony-unto the coming of Chriſt Jeſus, 

"And now, F/illianm Pocklington, thou art called up to the Bar of 
Truth, and foraſmuch as thou, not'having the fear of God before 
thy eyes, haſt ated and done ſuch wicked things as are before re- 
lated, contrary to the Law of. God and Nature, and alſo contrary to 
the'Laiv of the Nation, and ſo zeainft the King his Crown and Dig- 
nity ;. and that they are tine. concerning thee, thou art found guil- 
ty.of Perſecution,and Truth giveth; Judgment upon that ſpirit that 
zuleth in thee;and by the Truth iris condemned for ever,and Truth 
marketh thee for a wicked Perſecutor and cruel Sporler. Oh 
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> g rhee according to thy works, 
nd thy preſumpriofnis To high 
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wAll remain unto ilread thee. to be a Perſe 
cutor, 8 ſo thou wiltIeavean il Tavour behind thee ; and-excepr thou re- 
penr, thy works' wii! be a continual rorment ro rhee, and chou wilt cer= 
eainly periſh for ever.” -Andall ſach as arg partakers with William Pock=- 
lingeon in his wicked works, at make your ſelves merry with: him is the 
Alchouſes, and buy ſach $90ds.96 4, his meays;are unjuſlly raken: fiom the, 
right-owrers, 'you. muſt all come rp repentance, for you #1e3nthe ſame 
Frie OF WIcKAIE ; nd the Ipail wha your prebaily purtAkle" will be & 
ſcourge uponryow(mark'the end of ir) rhereforerepentiand fear the living 
God, and make not-a-mock at Sin nor. be {cornfulat-Reproof, -for.che Lor 
will not ho{d you guilcleſs,. O read your works, you evi] workers, who pore 
your ſelves in your own wickedneſs, Read your Wantonneſs, Drankenneſs, 
Swearing, Cur ſing, Lying, Deceit,Linghter and Madneſs; read your 6w'n con- 
dirions,and ſee wherher:Fon be like men &:Chriftians,or worie rhan Tnfidels 
and. Hraihens; forthe Hearheus have more ſobriety andhepeſty as men; 8 


if you will nat tarn at teproof & ceaſe from wickedre(s, the Lard will bring 
weeping 8 wailing and gnaſhing of teeth upon you z and'rhis is ro you a 

whioſe faces are ſet to do wickedly that ye may repent before calamity come 
upon you; and it is {p:ead_abtoad as a Teſtimony againfi all evilworks and 
worker: s ; for it isnor goadto.havetepetof perſons in judgment ; He rhar 
Jaith ro the wicked, Thowart Righteous, him ſhall the people Etro any wr 


abhor. him; but to thetn that rebuke him, ſhal be delight; and a goud bleſſing ſhat 
come upon them, Pro.t4: Ahdithis ao lg the Lard God 'upholderh where 
he ſc:5 ir,and the wickedneſs of the wicked cannot rootir out or deſtroy ir, 
Given forth,the 12th month (called February) 1667, 
from us who are called QUAKERS. 


